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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of Applicant's amendment filed on 04/1 7/2008. 

• Claims 2-5, 7, 11-12, and 15-46 were canceled. 

• Claims 23-33 were added. 

• Claims 1, 6, 8-10, 13-14, and 17-33 are presented for examination. 



2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it is not on a separate 
sheet. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Objections 



Application/Control Number: 10/595,196 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3728 

4. The previous 35 USC 112 rejection of claims 1, 6, 8-9, 14 and 17-22 are 
withdrawn in light of Applicant's Amendment to the Specifications. 

5. Claim 33 is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 8, there 
are two claims that are numbered 33. For the purpose of examination, the examiner 
presumes that the claim following claim 34 reads "claim 35". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The previous 35 USC 112 rejection of claims 1, 6, 8-9, 14 and 17-22 are 
withdrawn in light of Applicant's Amendment to the Specifications. 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

8. Claims 8-9, 13-14, 17-25, and 27 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 
second paragraph, as being indefinite forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 14, line 5, the phrasing is indefinite, as it is unclear how one item is in 
more than one blister. The phrasing should be -at least one item positioned within a 
respective blister--. In line 6, "said items" is inconsistent with line 5 and should be -said 
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at least one item-. In line 7, "said, respective, blisters"(sic?) lacks antecedent basis and 
should be --its respective blister-. 

Claim 19, line 4, "said case" lacks antecedent basis. In lines 10-11, "a given 
receiver" is indefinite, as one detent only engages a respective receiver by disclosure, 
so the phrasing should be -a respective given receiver-. In line 12, "said detent" lacks 
antecedent basis and should be -one said detent-, and subsequent references in lines 
13, 14, 15, 16 and 17 should be -said one detent-. See also claims 8 and 9, line 2 of 
each. In line 13, "said detent receiver" lacks antecedent basis for particularity and as a 
term, and should be -its respective receiver- to indicate the relationship between the 
particular detent and particular receiver. In lines 17-18, "said given receiver" should be - 
-said respective given receiver-. See also claims 8 and 9, line 2 of each. 

Claim 21 , lines 11-12, "for engaging said first receiver aperture" is indefinite, as 
multiple detents do not engage a single first receiver aperture, nor does one first 
receiver aperture have antecedent basis. The phrasing should be -a respective said at 
least one first receiver aperture-. Such should also be corrected in lines 13-14, 16 and 
20. In line 13, "said detent" lacks antecedent basis and should be -said at least one 
detent-. Such should also be corrected in lines 14, 20 and 21. 

Claim 13 recites "said retainer" in line 1 , which is inconsistent with parent claim 
10 and should be -said at least one retainer-. The claim further recites the limitation 
"inwardly-extending second appurtenant" in line 2. There is not an inwardly-extending 
first appurtenant. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 23 recites the limitation "said detent" in lines 1-2 and 2. It is unclear which 
detent is being referred to, the "at least one detent" or "a given detent". Also in line 2, 
"said engaged receiving aperture" is inconsistent or lacks antecedent basis, as no 
"engaged" disposition is positively defined. 

Claim 24 recites the limitation "a given receiving aperture" in line 3. It is unclear if 
the aperture is another aperture or the same "given receiving aperture" of claim 1 . 

Claim 25, line 2 recites 'said interlocked receiving aperture", which is inconsistent 
or lacks antecedent basis, as no "interlocked" disposition is positively defined. 

Claim 27 recites the limitation "said detent" in lines 3(twice), 5 and 6. This is 
indefinite and should be - said at least one detent--. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 



10. Claims 1, 6, and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Buss (US 6,349,831). 
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FIG. I 

(examiner modified) 

In re claim 1, Buss discloses a storing and dispensing system, comprising: a 
blister card 62/64 holding items 90 to be dispensed, said card comprising at least one 
receiving aperture 72; a case 10 defining a void therein; and at least one detent 
extending from the case 10 toward said void, a given detent 52 being configured for 
engaging a given receiving aperture 54. 

In re claim 6, Buss as applied to claim 1 above, discloses wherein said card 
holds consumable medicaments 90. 

In re claim 23, Buss as applied to claim 1 above, discloses a release 18 and 16 
proximate to said given detent configured to disengage said engaged given receiving 
aperture 54 and said given detent 52. 

In re claim 24, Buss as applied to claim 1 above, discloses a retainer 82 located 
within said void having a fixed end and a distal free end, said free end configured to 
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interlock with a given receiving aperture 58 and interrupt the separation of said card 
62/64 from the case 10. (see column 4, lines 47-64) 

11. Claims 10, 13, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Buss (US 6,349,831). 

In re claim 10, Buss discloses a child-resistant apparatus, comprising: a case 10 
including opposite sides 26 and 28 and a closed end 24, the opposite sides 26 and 28 
and the closed end 24 together defining a void for receiving a blister card 62/64 holding 
items, the case 10 further defining an open end 86 opposite said closed end 24; at least 
one detent 34 positioned within said void to engage said card 62/64 in a first, 
substantially received, position; and at least one retainer 58 extending from the case 
and, further, being positioned within said void to engage said card 62/64 in a second, 
substantially extended, position. 

In re claim 13, Buss as applied to claim 10 above, discloses wherein said retainer 
comprises a releasable, inwardly-extending second appurtenant 34. (see figure 1 
above) 

In re claim 27, Buss as applied to claim 10 above, discloses at least one 
inwardly-extending appurtenant 56 disposed within said void adjacent to said detent 34 
so as to exert a compressive force to urge said card 62/64 to engage said detent 34 
when said card 62/64 is in said first position; and a release 36, integral to said case and 
proximate to said detent 34, configured to disengage said card 62/64 from said detent 
34. 
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12. Claims 14, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Buss (US 6,349,831). 

In re claim 14, Buss discloses a blister card 62/64 configured for use with a child- 
resistant blister card receiving case, the card 62/64 comprising: a first side having a 
plurality of pliable blisters 78 configured to receive items 90; at least one item positioned 
within at least one blister; a breakable sealant affixed to a second side and securing 
said items in said, respective, blisters, (see figure 8) 

In re claim 17, Buss as applied to claim 14 above, discloses wherein the blister 
card 62/64 is capable of having a first position comprises said card 62/64 substantially 
enclosed within a case, if placed in a case. 

In re claim 18, Buss as applied to claim 14 above, discloses wherein the blister 
card 62/64 is capable of having a second position comprises said card 62/64 
substantially extended beyond said case, if placed in a case. 

13. Claims 1, 6, and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kotyuk (US 4,192,422). 
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In re claim 1 , Kotyuk discloses a storing and dispensing system, comprising: a 
blister card 90 holding items 16 to be dispensed, said card 90 comprising at least one 
receiving aperture 1 14; a case 92 defining a void therein; and at least one detent 112 
extending from the case 92 toward said void, a given detent being configured for 
engaging a given receiving aperture, (see figure 17 above) 

In re claim 6, Kotyuk as applied to claim 1 above, discloses wherein said card 
holds consumable medicaments 16. 

In re claim 26, Kotyuk as applied to claim 1 above, discloses wherein the 
engagement of the at least one detent 1 1 2 with a corresponding receiving aperture 1 1 4 
locks said card in an inserted position within the case 92. (see figure 18) 



14. Claims 10, 13, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kotyuk (US 4,192,422). 
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In re claim 10, Kotyuk discloses a child-resistant apparatus, comprising: a case 
92 including opposite sides 106 and 108 and a closed end 96, the opposite sides 106 
and 108 and the closed end 96 together defining a void for receiving a blister card 90 
holding items, the case 92 further defining an open end 1 1 6 opposite said closed end 
96; at least one detent 112 positioned within said void to engage said card 90 in a first, 
substantially received, position; and at least one retainer extending 122' from the case 
92 and, further, being positioned within said void to engage said card 90 in a second, 
substantially extended, position, (see figures 17 above and 18) 

In re claim 13, Kotyuk as applied to claim 10 above, discloses wherein said 
retainer 122' comprises a releasable, inwardly-extending second appurtenant 
1 1 2(near1 22'). (see figure 1 7 above) 

In re claim 28, Kotyuk as applied to claim 10 above, discloses wherein a given 
retainer 1 12(near122') is a spring element, (see figure 17 above) 

15. Claims 14, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kotyuk (US 4,192,422). 

In re claim 14, Kotyuk discloses a blister card 62/64 configured for use with a 
child-resistant blister card receiving case, the card 62/64 comprising: a first side having 
a plurality of pliable blisters 78 configured to receive items 90; at least one item 
positioned within at least one blister; a breakable sealant affixed to a second side and 
securing said items in said, respective, blisters, (see figure 8) 
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In re claim 17, Kotyuk discloses wherein the blister card 62/64 is capable of 
having a first position comprises said card 62/64 substantially enclosed within a case, if 
place in a case. 

In re claim 18, Kotyuk discloses wherein the blister card 62/64 is capable of 
having a second position comprises said card 62/64 substantially extended beyond said 
case, if place in a case. 

16. Claims 29 -31 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Gelardi (WO 2004/037657). 

In re claim 29, Gelardi discloses a child-resistant apparatus, comprising: a case 
10 including opposite sides 16 and 18 and a closed end, the opposite sides 16 and 18 
and the closed end together defining a void for receiving a blister card holding items, the 
case 10 further defining an open end opposite the closed end; and a spring-biased 
retainer 56 extending from the case 10 and, further, being positioned within the void to 
be capable of engaging a card in a substantially extended position if a card is being 
held. 

In re claim 30, Gelardi discloses a card 12, wherein the card 12 includes a 
receiving aperture 36 therein, and the retainer 56 is configured for extending through 
the receiving aperture 34 when the card 12 is in the substantially extended position. 

In re claim 31 , Gelardi discloses wherein the spring-biased retainer 56 urges the 
card 12 toward one of the opposite sides when the card 12 is inserted into the void 
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In re claim 34, Gelardi discloses wherein the locking mechanism 20 is positioned 
proximate the closed end. 

17. Claims 29 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Gelardi (WO 2004/037657). 

In re claim 29, Gelardi discloses a child-resistant apparatus, comprising: a case 
10 including opposite sides 16 and 18 and a closed end, the opposite sides 16 and 18 
and the closed end together defining a void for receiving a blister card holding items, the 
case 10 further defining an open end opposite the closed end; and a spring-biased 
retainer 46 extending from the case 10 and, further, being positioned within the void to 
be capable of engaging a card in a substantially extended position if a card is being 
held. 

In re claim 32, Gelardi discloses a card 12 and a locking mechanism 20, wherein 
the spring-biased retainer 46 urges the card in a direction of the locking mechanism 20, 
wherein the locking mechanism 20 is operable to prevent movement of the card to an 
extended position, (see figure 8) 

In re claim 33, Gelardi discloses wherein the card 12 is movable to a position so 
that the locking mechanism 20 no longer prevents movement of the card to an extended 
position. 

In re claim 34, Gelardi discloses wherein the spring-biased retainer 46 is 
positioned proximate the open end. 
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In re claim 35, Gelardi discloses wherein the locking mechanism 20 is positioned 
proximate the closed end. (see figure 15) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

18. Claims 1 9 and 21 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. This also 
pertains to their dependent claims 8-9, 20 and 22. 

19. Claim 25 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

20. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,10, and 1 4 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

21 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Raj et al. (US 6,523,691) and Gelardi (US 6,863,175) both 
disclose similar storing and dispensing system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ERNESTO A. GRANO whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3927. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00am - 4:00pm Mon.- 
Thur.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Bryon P. Gehman/ /Ernesto A Grano/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3728 Examiner 
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